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Gardeners Guide to:
LAWN MAINTENANCE (a brief guide for the busy gardener)

MOSS Moss is a symptom of poor grass growth and not the cause.  Moss Killer spplication will only restrain the present moss
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principal situstions thal enoourmge MOss are:
Inadequate sun and light (e.g. shade from tress. )
Excess maisfune - poor drainage
Dirips from overhanging trees
Exgess animal urines {particularly bitches.)
Saill compact]on
Lack of mutrient — e.g. neglected lawns
Low pH i.e. acid soil conditions inhibiting bacteria activity and “food” intake 1o reots
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rotary machine. Regulor raking is essential with the latter.
- Mowing too bow in drought weather conditions
= Allowing lawn to “dry out” in hol weather
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afier moay killing ireatmen,
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infestagion including to your neighbours! Treatment should be applied between the months of March and October, June and July
ecduded,
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Muass and thatch trestment - Adfler herbicide application, wail for 2-3 weeks snd then ke thoroughly (using mechanical aids if
availsbie c.g. a rotorake. ) Remove as misch of the dead moss and grass thatch as possible. Do not use for compost in less than 6
moniths. Scarifying may be continued with good effect during the mowing season (except when wel or during drought)

Spring and summer feeding — Apply a spring and summer fertiliser — these contain nitrogen {which encourages grms growth) but
mizst ot be applied in drought conditions. Read the spplication instructions carefllly and do not overdose. This treatment should be

repeated afler approximately & - 8 weeks (but not after mid August.)

Weed eradication — [T the weed infestation fs slipht snd madnly large leaf' e.g. dandelions, daisies cic. a proprictary spot herbicide
such ns Verdone is generally effective. Weed treatment is generally more cffective if a summer fertiliser haes: previously boen applied
Coarse weeds {dandelions, thistles, daisics ctc) can be dug up (with a wead fork or similar) bu ensure complele extraction of the root
syslem. Some weeds ¢.g. plantains, chover, fiehd woodrush el require more spocialised treatminl.

Auntumn treatment (whem grans growth and mowing is minimal) — Remove fallen leaves and other dobeis. In bumid weather,
fadlure 1o do this will encourage discase c.g. Fusarium Patch, Attend to any other discased areas — ¢.g. fairy rings, mushrooms,
dollarspot ete. Hollow Tine or spike ~ the former only pecessary where soll s compacted. Small arces can be done with a fork or hand
pussh machines can be hired from hire stores. Kake io remove thatch and dead or *horizontal growing” prasses (e laiter penerally due
0 merwing with a rotary machine.) & previcusly instructed, a moss inhibitor or eradicator must be applicd before raking if moss i
peesent. Failure 1o observe this will result in spreading moss spores. Re turf or seed any “dead” areas. Attend io any seriows
undulations (high or low spots which inhibit mowing.) Apply an sutumn fertiliser 1o encourage rool development and disease
resistance. Under no circumstances apply a Spring or Summer fertiliser containing nitrogen

forcing growth that can seriously weaken grass and initiale discase .z Fusarium patch. As 3 supplemcnl. a proprictary liquid foed can
be applied by watering can or hose applicaior — but whilst beneficial, this is no substiute for at least onc solid feed,

Mowing — Ersure that rotary blade or cutting blade and cylinder arc always sharp and machine cuts grass blades cleanly. Failure 1o
observe this will result in a ragged cut and damage 1o the grass inhibiting the photosynithesis action (the means by which "energy”
essertial for plart life is convened from atmosphere- this weakening the grass. (Weal, yellow appearunce) Never al hower than i
necessary — between % in. Summer and 1 % in. in Autumn end Winter and particularly in drought conditions.

Watering — Beneficial in dry weather conditions, preferably by sprinkler- and oy in the shade of the evening 1o prevent sconching,
Wever in full sun conditions. Excess walering will create Jeaching and moss infestation.
Amd finally... During very wet, frost and snow conditions keep off the grass - your foolsteps may be permanently engraved.

Willizm Wheat and Son Lid wowld like 1o thank Nigel Steeley of “Lawncare’, Tel: 0121 354 23559, for compiling this guide.



